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nental attachments, no army of foreign 
mercenaries in the very heart of the land; 
no wrelehedlf contrived campaigns for 
the relief and emancipation of the great 
and gallant people of Spain, rendered still 
more painful by the extraordiuai y valour 
of British soldiers, and tlie miserable po- 
licy of British statesmen — no prodigal 
waste of blood and treasure in the pre- 
posteious and ill-fated expedition to Wal- 
cberen and tbe Scheldt— no escape of 
public peculators and robbers from merit- 
ed punishment— no men advanced to 
ingh places of honour and emolument who 
had been deemed unworthy of the confi- 
dence of tbe.ir constituents, no tax upon 
income, in which tbe means of acquiring 
the nature and variation of property are 
levelled, confounded, and swallowed up: 
We therefore pray that honourable 
house to take all these matters into their 
i-.enous consideration, and to devise such 
ineaJi.s as. by tbe destruction of corrupt, 
depopulated, and nominal boroughs, the 
extension of the elective franchise, the 
exclusion of placemen and pensioners', 
and the abridged duration of parliaments, 
will secure to the people their full share 
of the rights, liberties, and hlessings, 
which the constitution undeniably meant 
they should enjoy. 

WOODTHORPE. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S PETITION, 
♦resented to tbe house or commons 

BY SAMUEL WHITEHEAD, ESQ. OK EB1- 
DAY, JUNE 8TH, 1810. 

To the honourable the commons of 
(he United kiixlom in parliament assem- 
bled, tbe bumble petition of the under 
signed christians in behalf of themselves, 
And others, who agree with them in con- 
sidering absolute liberty of conscience 
respecting religion to be tbe unalienable 
right of alt men. 

SllEWETB', 

That it is tbe duty of all men, to ex- 
amine as diligently as may be in their pow- 
er the doctrines' of religion; and after such 
dilk'ent exam i nation, to adopt and to 
profess what may appear to them to be 
the truth ; and that in the performance 
of that duty men ought not to be ob- 
structed or discouraged, or otherwise 
tempted to aft hypocritically by any law, 
tending to bias them in the course of 
Such examination in (he doctrine of re- 
ligion, fe-y subjecting" 'tftem i» the c»*e of 
their dissenting froiu the doetrines ol an jr 
estahlished •emwch.i to'siiffer death by 
burning « otherwise} 'or to sutler any 



co'poral or 'pecuniary punishment, or 
be injured in their reputation by any dis- 
ability more or less drgracefnl. 

That your petitioners acknowledge 
with high satisfaction, that in the pre- 
sent reign considerable progress has been 
made towards the full restoration of the 
rights of conscience by the wisdom of 
parliament and the benignity of the king, 
rescinding various laws in whole or in 
part which were violations of those rights : 
yet since other penal laws not less in- 
jurious to those rights ternain unrepealed, 
since some of these laws subject to cor- 
poral punishments or pecuniary penal- 
ties; others, as in case of the test la us 
past in the reign of Charles the 2d. 
subject to disgrace, disability and pri- 
vation of civil rights, persons w,hose only 
offence it is, that in conformity with their 
duty, they have examined the doctrines 
of religion, and by such examination 
have been induced t» embrace and to 
profess religious opinions different from, 
the doctrines of the established church ; 
your petitioners feel it to be their dutv 
hnmbly, but earnestly to remonstrate 
against the longer continuance of any of 
these intolerant laws; and they do in 
conformity with tbe premises expressly 
petition this honourable house, that every 
such unjust law may be repealed, and the 
rights of conscience may thus be restor- 
ed to all tbe subjects of this united king- 
dom; at the same time they declare to this 
honourable house, that if the legislature 
of our country should not feel themselves 
convinced, as your petitioners do, that 
every trace of intolerance ought to be ex- 
punged from of our statutes, yet if the 
repeal or modification of any of our in- 
tolerant laws should now take place, 
particularly if tbe lc>t laws, as far as 
they atfeet our military forte by 
sea and land, should now be repeal- 
ed, your petitioners would view with 
sincere gratitude any Mic,h measure, as 
a still farther advance towards the com- 
plete restoration of the rights of consci- 
ence, and at this crisis would consider 
it as having a salutary teudency to al- 
lay religious animosities, and to unite 
the great mass of the community, in a 
zealous defence of the empiie against 
the meditated attack of our gigantic and 
all-grasping anetny.; 

And your petitioners shall ever pray. 

To the christian's petition for liber- 
ty of conscience the signatures annexed, 
by Roman Catholics, members of the 
ctfi-rch of England^ and ( prptestant dis- 
senters, which are contained in sixteen 
duplicates, amount tu, y.z. 
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Names. 

In the duplicate from Sheffield 73 

In that from Richmond . . t>8 

Newcastle 40 

Hull ......... 49 

Leeils 15(» 

Derby. ..,...., 18 i 

Loughborough 60 

York and W-Kefield ... 29 

Stockton 40 

Nottingham 190 

London .117 

Exeter 109 

Taunton 84 

Gloucester ...... 6!i 

Birmingham 130 

Norwich 170 

The total amount of 16 duplicates 1560 

N. B. A duplicate from Manchester 
containing 93 signatures, on account of 
informality, has been kept back. 

TOWN OF NOTTINGHAM. 

WRIOHT COLDHAM, Esq. MAYOR. 

At a numerous public meeting of the 
electors and inhabitant housekeepers of 
the said town, convened by the mayor, at 
tbeGuildhall, in the said town'j on Monday 
the '23th day of May, 1810, in compliance 
with a requisition of many respectable e- 
Jectors and housekeepers, and thence, for 
want of sufficient room, adjourned to the 
market-place. 

MR. ALDERMAN HOWITT, IN THE CHAIR } 

The following Resolutions vere fussed unani- 
mously : 
Resolved, I. That the constitution of 
this kingdom, contained in the great 
charter signed by King John, and con- 
firmed by the bill of rights, at the glorious 
aera of the revolution, possesses our high- 
est approbation and veneration, and shall 
ever obtain our cordial support as being 
tbe birthright of Englishmen. 

2, That the violation of any of the 
clauses of these bulwarks of the constitu- 
tion is an infringement on the liberties 
of Britons, and deserves our severe*! ani- 
madversions and unqualified censure* 

3, That by Magna Chartait isestablish- 
ed, that" no freeman shall be taken or 
imprisoned, or dispossessed of his free 
tenement and liberties, or outlawed or 
banished, or any wise hurt or injured, 
unless by the legal judgment of his peers, 
or by the law of the land ;" that this right 
was further eonfirmed by a statute passed 
in the reign of Edward the third, enacting 
that "no man of what state or condition 
soever, shall be put out of land or tene- 
ment, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor 
disinherited, nor put to death, without 
being brought in ausiver by due process 



of the law ;" that in the bill of rights itil 
declared, "that the pretended power of 
suspending laws, or the execution ol laws 
by legal (much less by any other) authori- 
ty, without consent of parliament, is il- 
legal ;" and it is further added, that"wa 
do claim, demand, and insist upon ail and 
siugular the premises as our undoubted 
fights and privileges." 

4, That with regret and indignation we 
iearn that one branch of the legislature 
alone, the commons bouse of parliament, 
has assumed to itself the offices of prose- 
cutor, judge, jury, and executioner ; that 
this honourable house has immured within 
the walls of a prison, and detained during 
its pleasure, />ocpf our fellow subjects, up- 
on a charge cognizable in our common 
courts of law, where he (night have been 
legally tried by twelve of his peers; that 
by the command of this same honourable 
house, another of our fellow subjects, the 
friend of the people, the defender of our 
liberties, for an appeal to his constituents 
(which we conceive not pnly to be the 
right, but the duty of every represent*, 
tivt) has beeo dragged from his house, his 
castle, by an army of soldiers, and im- 
prisoned in the tower, 

5, That we are the more alarmed at 
this assumption of privilege, on account 
of the partiality with which it is exer- 
cised ; that it appears to us to originate 
in a determined wish to subvert the liber- 
ties and rights of Britons, and to destroy* 
the spirit of the British constitution j for 
whilst the vilest state delinquents, who 
suck the heart's blood of the constitution, 
and consume its very vitals, escape un- 
punished ; the attack is levelled against 
its best friends, it most firm supporters ; 
and whilst the man who endeavours to ex- 
clude the people from a knowledge of the 
conduct of their representatives, and who 
with isrnoniiny and contempt is hurled 
from his station by his justly incensed 
constituents, is elevated to a post of high 
dignity, honour and responsibility, the 
petitions and remonstrances of thousands 
of tbe most enlightened Britons are con- 
temptuously dismissed. 

6, That we cannot in language suffi- 
ciently strong, express our detestation at 
the crimes, and our contempt of the imbe- 
cility of those ministers who have been 
the authors of all the recent sufferings 
and calamities of Biitons ; men who ap- 
pear to us equally weak and wicked-, 
men who can send thousandsof the bravest 
British heroes to perish by disease and 
pestilence, lest, forsooth, they sbould.be 
thought to be actuated "by the rigid pre- 
cepts of coM precaution." — Men who 
hstYe planted cannon in our streets to oret* 



